cannot keep, and he may sleep right away. [How can Joshua claim 
people did not sleep for days on end?] 


[E] They would doze off. 
[II:1 A] And they made a major enactment: 
[B] What was this enactment that they made there? 


[C] It was that they set up the men by themselves and the women by 
themselves. 


[D] That is in line with what we have learned there: In the beginning the 
[women’s court] was empty. but they surrounded it with a gallery, 
so that the women would look on from above, and the men below, 
so that they should nor mingle together [M. Mid 2:5]. 


[E] Whence did they learn this rule? 


[F] From a teaching of the Torah: “The land shall mourn, each family 
by itself; the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives 
by themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and 
their wives by themselves” (Zech. 12:12). 


[G] [Interpreting the verse just now cited, there were] two Amoras. 
One said, “This refers to a lamentation for the Messiah.” 


[H] The other said, “This refers to a lamentation for the evil 
impulse.” 


[I] He who said, “This refers to a lamentation for the Messiah”: 
now if at a time at which they are in mourning, you have said, 
“The men must be by themselves and the women by 
themselves,” when they are rejoicing, is it not an argument a 
fortiori! 


[J] He who said, “This refers to a lamentation for the evil 
impulse:” now if at a time at which they are not subject to 
the evil impulse, you have said, “The men must be by 
themselves and the women by themselves,” when they are 
subject to the evil impulse, is it not an argument a fortiori! 


[III:1 A] There were golden candle-holders there [M. 5:2C]: 
[B] Bar Qappara said, “And they were a hundred cubits high.” 


[C] And lo, it has been taught: Whatever is a hundred cubits high has 
to be thirty-three cubits broad at the base. 


